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Discuss how the Iliad and the Odyssey Differ in their Depiction of gods 
The Iliad and the Odyssey provide two diverse views about the nature of the Olympian gods. They also provide diverse views on the relationships between gods and mankind, their power, and mortality throughout their lives. Different factors show how the Iliad and the Odyssey differ in their depiction of the gods. 
The Iliad 
[bookmark: _Hlk80858680]	In the Iliad, and according to the Greek culture, the gods intervened in the daily lives of humankind. Humans are treated like toys by the gods. However, the power of the gods is limited as they cannot change fate (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). The gods are portrayed as flawed due to their immaturity and short tempers. While the fate of the people is permanently decided at the beginning of people's lives, the gods have divine power, that they can use to change the course of the war. The flawlessness of the gods is portrayed in how they fight from time to time. In one instance, Hera boxed the ears of the Huntress using her weapons, and he smiled as she writhed away with pain (Homer’s Iliad mp3). In another instance, Artemis insults Apollo for failing to fight Poseidon. In revenge, Hera curses out Artemis and uses her weapons to hurt her. There is another instance in which Athena punches Aphrodite (Homer's Iliad mp3). Based on this, the Iliad depicts the gods as being used to what they want. This makes them angry when they fail to get what they want. The gods are not portrayed as perfect or omnipotent. They are immature, flawed, and short-tempered mortals. 
	Despite this, the Iliad portrays the gods as having lots of power. They are responsible for changing the course of the war, and they have done it several times (Sterling Documentaries, 2019). In one instance, when Teucer was about to kill Hector, he snapped the chord on his bow. In another instance, Athena saves Odysseus from Pocus (Sterling Documentaries, 2019). The Iliad portrays some gods as supporting the Greeks, while other gods are supporting the Trojans. This makes the war even. The power of the gods is distributed evenly among the two armies (Sterling Documentaries, 2019). The Trojan War is lengthened through divine intervention. Therefore, the gods in Iliad are portrayed as very powerful, due to the way they change the course of the war. While the gods cannot change fate in the Iliad, they help it to pass. The gods in the Iliad are thus imperfect mortals with great power, that is controlled by fate. The power of the gods in the Iliad is thus limited. 
The Odyssey 	
	In the Odyssey, the gods have an important role to play in developing the story. They are constantly involved in the personal lives of Telemachus and Odysseus (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). For example, Athena is portrayed as helping Odysseus to return home to Poseidon or Ithaca. The gods are involved in the lives of humankind throughout the story. However, Homer portrays the gods as only interacting with humans, due to the need to feel recognized for their power and accomplishments (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). This need for recognition is shown throughout the Odyssey. For example, in many instances, Poseidon attempts to prevent Odysseus from reaching home. When Poseidon saw Odysseus sailing down the sea, he was very angry. Since he was the god of the earthquake, he rammed the clouds together and turned the sea and the earth into chaos. This was revenge for Odysseus, who had injured his son, Polyphemus (Infobase, n. d.). His goal was to make the life of Odysseus difficult. 
	Unlike in the Iliad, the Odyssey portrays a long journey, in which the gods are the advisers and guiders. They have a significant influence on the actions of the mortal characters (Odyssey mp3). However, the gods are also portrayed as manipulative and always involved in the lives of the mortals for selfish gain. For example, Zeus uses a thunderbolt to kill his colleagues. Odysseus is also imprisoned by Kalypso, with the hope that he would marry her (Infobase, n. d.). 
	The gods in the Odyssey have an influence over the behavior and the beliefs of the mortals. This is unlike in the Iliad, where the gods did not have the power to change the fate of the humans. The mortals believe that everything that happens, is a result of the will of the gods (Odyssey mp3). For example, Telemachos tells that the gods led to his father’s absence. The mortals believe in the abilities of the gods, such that they have to pray for their goodwill. For example, Odysseus prays to Athene to allow him to be accepted by his heart’s desire, Phaiakians. Further, the mortals make sacrifices to please the gods. For example, Penelope’s suitor makes sacrifices to bring death to Odysseus and Telemachos (Odyssey mp3). The mortals are also aware of the anger of the gods, and as such, do not engage in any actions that would offend them. Therefore, while the gods in Odyssey have power, they use it on humankind and not against themselves. 
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